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1000 SOUTH POLK-AMARILLO, TEXAS

Annual Banquet Wraps Up 2008-09 Year
Motivates for the Future

By: Penni Bentley, Chamber Director of Communications

The Amarillo Chamber of Commerce recently
wrapped up its 2008-09 fiscal year with its An-
nual Banquet on January 21st. More than 420
Chamber members, sponsors, volunteers, staff
and board members were in attendance to cele-
brate the last year's accomplishments. High-
lights included recognizing the Chamber’s four
Volunteers of the Year: Steve Berner, Rabern
Rentals; Leon Church; Denise Blanchard, AISD;
and Daphne Adkins,
Texas Travel Informa-
tion Center-Amarillo.
These four individuals

plishments. Keynote speaker, Pat Johns,
brought an enlightening program about fow we
can change when we do difficult things. Pat, an
elite endurance athlete, has run in more than 60
ultra marathons and marathons around the
world. He’s the only one in the WORLD to have
finished “The Himalayan 100 Mile Stage
Race”...not just once, but four times. “The
Himalayan 100" is a high altitude, 100 mile
running race that takes place every year in the
Himalayan Mountains near the border between
" India and Nepal. With humor and photos, the

- | author and global adventurist entertained and
inspired banquet attendees to be willing to
change and stretch oneself to achieve great
things.

port of the Chamber
over the years, and
have contributed their 208
time and energy to see- |/ &
ing our programs suc-
ceed. Each received a
plaque in their honor,
and Wendi Finney-
Swope presented each
with a flag flown over
the State’s capitol on
behalf of State Repre- K&
sentative John Smithee. §

Banquet sponsors included: Atmos Energy, La
Fiesta Grande & Happy State Bank.

Left: Leon Church recognized as one of the
Volunteers of the Year.

Left: More than 420 banquet
attendees

Lower Left: Becky Zenor rec-
ognized for 25 years of ser-
vice to the Chamber.

Also recognized for out-
standing service at the
Annual Banquet was
Chamber long-time em-
ployee, Becky Zenor.
Zenor, who started with
the Chamber in 1985,
was surprised with a
plaque for 25 years of
service to the Quality of
Life Council and Arts.

Below: Keynote Speaker Pat
Johns

The evening wasn't all
focused on past accom-

FEB 2010

View more Annual Banquet Photos at:

806.373.3909 fax http://www.flickr.com/photos/amarillochamber/sets/72157623267769063/

Amarillo-Chamber.org




Mark Your Calendar

May 4 BusinessConnection

May 13 Ready for the Real World

May 18 Top Two Percent Awards

May 22 Golden Nail Awards

Jun 24 Summer Fiesta

July 29 Chamber Open Golf Tournament

Sep 9 Good Times Celebration Barbecue Cook-Off

RTS IN
AARILLO

A Service of the Arts Committee of the
Amarillo Chamber of Commerce

Sensible Solution...an Alternative
Coverage to Workers’ Comp

For more info: Dianne@amarillo-chamber.org

®

AMARILLO
CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE

The Chamber eNewsletter is published by the Amarillo Chamber of
Commerce, 1000 South Polk, Amarillo, Texas 79101. It is pro-
vided free of charge to Chamber members. Address correspon-
dence to Chamber Communications at the address listed above,
or call 806.373.7800, fax 806.373.3909.

2009-10 Board of Directors
Executive Committee

Chair Laura Street
Chair-Elect J. Pat Richmond
President/CEO Gary Molberg
Past Chair Kelvin Betzen
Finance David Hemphill
Membership Council Al Cunningham
Business Council Bill Jenkins
Governmental Affairs Council Bill Harris

Quality of Life Council

Ag Council

Convention & Visitor Council
City of Amarillo

Penelope Davies

Dr. James Clark

Guy C. Vanderpool

Mayor Debra McCartt
Commissioner Madison Scott

Policy highlights are available on the chamber website www.amarillo-chamber.org

under the HEALTH CARE tab and INSURANCE COVERAGE quicklink. An exclusive
panel of local insurance agents will assist the Chamber membership with sales
and service.

Diane Wall Insurance Agency 468-9034

Edmond Deaton & Stephens 356-6000  www.edsinsurance.com
Fuqua-Bryson Benefits Group 350-6660  www.myfbbenefits.com

Hilb Rogal & Hobbs Co of Amarillo (HRH) 376-8275  www.hrh.com

Neely Craig & Walton 376-6301  www.neely.com

PIA Insurance 374-4621  www.piainsurance.com
Upshaw Insurance Agency 468-0400  www.upshaw-insurance.com
Williams-Boyce Agency, LLP 376-4247  www.williamsboyce.com
Willis HRH 376-4761  www.hrh.com

'AMARILLO

‘ Chamber of Commerce
SENSIBLE SOLUTION

I

JACKSON * LLOY])

INSURANCE MANAGEMENT

jnckson Boyd.com

Directors
Fredia Allen Cameron Monroe
Tim Archer Shawn Morrison
Roy Bara  Robert Murray
Scott Bentley David Prescott
David Craig  John Salazar, Jr.
Michael Cruz Rod Schroder
Jill Dana Les Simpson
Buzz David  Janie Singleton
Bob Garrett  William Ware
Brad Martin Leah West
Greg Meyer  James Wester
Jeff Yarber

Visit our website at:

Amarillo-Chamber.org

Penni Bentley, Editor
News@Amarillo-Chamber.org




Welcome New Members

Thanks for Joining in January

Amarillo Women's Network
Rhonda Dittfurth

Elane Seidlitz

P O Box 1661

Amarillo, TX 79105
www.amarillowomensnetwork.org
AWN is a premier source of infor-
mation, resources, contacts and
opportunities for women business
owners and professionals to assist
in their success in the business
world.

Bank of Commerce

Alex O'Brien

800 S. Monroe

Amarillo, TX 79101

(806) 373-1720

Fax: (806) 345-7254
www.ebankcommerce.com

The Bank of Commerce is a com-
munity bank with an online tech-
nology focus. The Bank will serve
the local area as well as offering
online banking, loans and desktop
deposits across the Nation.

Bates-Wells Promotional
Products

Jerry Lane

6204 Hillside, Suite 1000
Amarillo, TX 79109

(806) 680-3636
www.bateswells.com

Specializing in promotional adver-
tising products for your business.

Boston & Co. Realtors /
Laura Hankins

Laura Hankins

3131 Bell Ste 201

Amarillo, TX 79106

(806) 236-9183

Fax: (806) 353-4703
www.laurasellsamarillo.com
Laura specializes as a Fine
Homes and Estates Agent, is GRI
accredited, and is also active in
Commercial Real Estate.

806-371-7611
miles@harrisfg.com
zaneo@harrisfg.com

~FLG

Harris Financial Group

In today’s financially complex world, you need
complete advice and guidance that helps you
focus on what is most important. Harris Financial
Group is committed to providing customized
solutions to grow and profect your assets — business
and personal. We stand ready to work closely
iogether to address the challenges facing you, your family, and your

businass. Call Miles or Zane for your confidential financial evaluation.

Delivering Financial Services in a manner that is unmatched.
Harris Financial Group * 1800 S. Washington # Suite 100 ® Amarillo, Texas 79102

Securities products and investment advisary services are offered by New Englond Securities Corp.[NES), imember
FINRA/SIPC), @ registered investment advisor, Boston, MA 02116, Haris Financial Group is o separate enfity of
MNew England Securities. Zane Oliver and Miles Haris are regisiered Repraseniatives of New England Securities.
0309028189 exp 0310

aXlgent

Your “on-demand” IT department

Axigent can meet any support or
maintenance needs for you and

your network

Specializing in...

-Network Management
-IT Support
-Maintenance

-Security

-Spam and Virus Prevention
-Virtualization

-Hosted Services

203 SW 8th - Amarillo, TX 79101 - 806.463.2442

www.axigent.net



BusinessConnection is
Open for Business

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: Make plans to visit old business acquaintan- Keep up WIth the

ces and develop new relationships at the Chamber’s business to business annual

tradeshow, BusinessConnection, on Tuesday, May 4, 2010 at the Amarillo Civic Cham ber (0] ] the WEb

Center from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

or your smartphone.

SUPPORT OUR LOCAL BUSINESS COMMUITY:: The trade-
show’s theme this year is Open for Business. Therefore, over 350 exhibitors will
be open for business, showcasing and selling their products and services to thou-
sands of potential customers on May 4™. Several exhibitors will be distributing at become a FAN on
the tradeshow connect deal coupons. Thousands of tradeshow attendees will be
encouraged to support our local business community by taking advantage of these
special deals. faCEbOOk

TRADESHOW TICKETS: Asa Chamber member, you can pick up your )
complimentary tickets to the tradeshow from April 1% through May 3" at our of- search Amarillo Chamber
fice located at 1000 S. Polk between 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The complimentary
tickets will only be available to Chamber members, so take this opportunity to

thank your customers by distributing these tickets at your place of business. The
general public can purchase tickets the day of the event for $5.

* follow us on
RESERVE BOOTH OR SPONSOR EVENT: If you would like to '
open your business to thousands of potential customers at BusinessConnection,
click on http://bit.ly/bel Ok5 and go to the “Register Now” link or contact Kim
Woolsey at 342-2009, for more information on how to reserve a booth space. If @ AmarilloChamber
you would like to support your business community by sponsoring this successful
event contact Jason Harrison at 373-7800.

BusinessConnection 2010

hosted by Amarillo Chamber of Commerce

view event photos on

photos/amarillochamber

Watch Chamber Videos on

—a You([TT

AmarilloChamber

Don’t forget...Golden Nail
Award nominations

are due by
March 1st. W@
)

Contact Becky at 342-2010 for details.
becky@amarillo-chamber.org

RESERVE BOOTHS NOW FOR
Tuesday, May 4, 2010

#0R BUSINER




Convention & Visitor Council

2009-10 Year-To-Date Statistics WELCOME THESE CONVENTION GROUPS

Tourism
February 2010
Occupancy Rate 51.41 18-20  Health Occupations Students of America 530
Area 4 Competition
Room Nights 308,410
22-27 Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival 700
Overnight Visitors 524,297 Annual Festival
Visitor Center Guests 1,917 24-26 Building Officials Associations of Texas 150
Mid Year Meeting
Group Tours 119
Inquiries for Amarillo Information 4,847 March 2010
Overnight Travel Impact ($) $89’ 130,490 21-26 Texas Department of Assistive & Rehabilitative 40
Services Division for the Blind Training
Film Office
] 22-23 Baptist General Convention of Texas 350
Information requests 1 Senior Adult Choir Festival
2527 Amarillo Hardware Show 500
# of Conventions/Groups in Amarillo 14 Annual Show
Delegates 9,175 25-27  Southwestern American Music Therapy Association 100
Regional Conference
Room Nights 4,965
Delegate Spending ($) $5,872,000 . .
Delegates Booked-Future Conventions 7,415 " l'
CVC Website . e . ®
Convention & Visitor Council
Ave Monthly Visits 26,054
A Wontly Page Yews 167,265 www.visitamarillotx.com/
Page Views / Visit 6.42

www.facebook.com/AmarilloTravel. Tourism

Dine In, ToGo, or Catered

806-358-3283

Legendary Pit Bar-B-Que®
8518 West I-40




Tired of paying
repair bills?

Reduce
breakdowns,
conserve
energy and
extend
equipment
life with a
customized
Preventative
Maintenance
Plan from
Scottco.

Heating and Air Preventative Maintenance
Includes seasonal equipment start-up,
regular filter and belt changes, coil cleanings
and more.

""?'f«\?ﬁlumbing Preventative Maintenance
Includes pre-planned line washes, annual
backflow inspection, inspection and flushing
of water heaters and more.

M=% ectrical Preventative Maintenance
Includes annual thermal imaging of electrical
panels, safety check of termination,
disconnects and more.

Want to learn more?
Call 806-355-4663 to schedule a
FREE survey of your facility

SCOTTCO

806-355-4663

www.scottco.com

TACLA2354-C M18615 TECL22865

4121 W 50th * Amarillo, TX 79109

Welcome New Members

Century 21 Boston/Suzy
Putman

Suzanne Putman

3131 Bell # 201

Amarillo, TX 79106

(806) 674-8503

Fax: (806) 353-4703
WWW.suzyputman.com

I am a Realtor for Century 21, |
started selling Real Estate in
Dumas in 1988. My motto is "Y
Rent when you can own".

Chris Walker Concrete
Chris Walker

5213 Loyce

Amarillo, TX 79109
(806) 433-8278

Downtown Amarillo, Inc.
Melissa Dailey

801 S Fillmore, Suite 205
Amarillo, TX 79102

(806) 640-4406

Fax: (806) 372-3502
www.downtownamarillo.com
Downtown Amarillo, Inc. is
committed to making Down-
town Amarillo, a place rich in
history and culture, a vibrant
and attractive place for people
to live, work, play and worship.

Elite MMA & Fitness

Jimmy Boyd

(806) 444-4AMMA
www.elitemmaandfitness.com
Elite MMA offers Mixed Martial
Arts Classes for Children 4-9,
children 10-15, beginner adults
16 and up and advanced adults
16 and up. Please contact
Jimmy Boyd at 806-444-4MMA
with any questions.

Four Seasons Sunrooms
Michael Phillips

11750 Interstate 27
Amarillo, TX 79119

(806) 622-8991

Fax: (806) 622-8967
www.amarillosunrooms.com

High Plains Clinic

Dr. Ron Rankin

Dave Clark

Rachel Davidson

1600 Coulter, Bldg E, Ste 701
Amarillo, TX 79106

(806) 337-4555

Fax: (806) 337-4551

www. highplainsclinics.com

"High Plains Clinics at Coulter and
Park Central are designed for
businesses whose employees are
without a primary care physician.
We accept Medicare and most
insurance"

High Plains Clinic at Park
Central

Dr. Ron Rankin

Dave Clark

Rachel Davidson

1400 S Van Buren St.

Amarillo, TX 79101

(806) 337-4555

Fax: (806) 337-4551
www.highoplainsclinic.com

"High Plains Clinics at Coulter and
Park Central are designed for
businesses whose employees are
without a primary care physician.
We accept Medicare and most
insurance”

KGNC/TPAB Museum

Brice Edwards

Shirley Brinkley

3505 Olsen, Suite 117

Amarillo, TX 79109

(806) 355-9801

Fax: (806) 354-8779

A museum that consists of an old
radio control room, old radio &
TV broadcast equipment & photo
personalities which all have cap-
tions.

Liquid Siding of Amarillo
Alissha & Kevin Jefferis

2300 N Western, Ste 115C
Amarillo, TX 79124

(806) 322-2042

Fax: (806) 665-0043
www.liguidsiding.com

Liquid Siding is a permanent
coating system that protects the
home or structure. It is energy
efficient and has a 25 year war-
ranty.

Moore and King, LLP

Kevin King

Troy Moore

2401 Commerce St.

Amarillo, TX 79109

(806) 358-7633

Fax: (806) 358-8882
www.mooreandking.com
General Dentistry and Orthodon-
tics for the entire family.




A Arts Y¢Sports Selection UHC Insurance
Certification Training
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
*WC Steering YeConv. & Tourism
“¥eCommunications
Govt Affairs Council
Ag Council
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Panhandle Sports Women's Council Executive Board Sports Luncheon
Hall of Fame Luncheon Full Board Round-Up Club
Y¢Golden Nalil Luncheon
21 22 23 25 27
CVC Council Quality of Life
Business Council Council
“cReal World
28 Events in RED are closed meetings and for committee or council members only. Events in Black are open to Chamber members and/or the

public. Some events may have a fee or be open for sponsorship and benefits. Contact the Chamber for any information on events, meet-
www.amarillo-chamber.or:

ings, committees, sponsorships, volunteering and more. “r=Committee Mtg 806-373-7800
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Welcome New Members

Moss Body Shop, Inc.

Don Moss

Melissa Beene

3000 W 26th Ave.

Amarillo, TX 79109

(806) 355-9208

Fax: (806) 355-1393

Body Shop—Automotive colli-
sion repair and paint.

NuStar Energy

Tara Reep

4200 W Cliffside

Amarillo, TX 79124

(806) 371-1301

Fax: (210) 918-7061
Www.nustarenergy.com

NuStar Energy L.P. solves the
logistical needs of our custom-
ers by moving domestic and
foreign crude oil and other feed-
stock’s safely and responsibly to
the right locations at the right
time.

Our Lady of Guadalupe
School

Marissa Cochran

1108 S. Houston

Amarillo, TX 79102

(806) 372-2629

Fax: (806) 372-2225

Our Lady of Guadalupe fosters
academic and leadership excel-
lence focusing on the entire
child.

Panhandle Obstetrics and
Gynecology

Greg May

Ann Curl

7620 Wallace Blvd.

Amarillo, TX 79124

(806) 359-5468

Fax: (806) 358-1162

Panhandle Obstetrics and Gyne-
cology is committed to excellence
in women's healthcare. We focus
on comprehensive and innovative
care specifically designed with
each patient in mind.

Walgreens

David McCarley
3320 Bell

Amarillo, TX 79106
(806) 468-6107
www.walgreens.com

Walgreens

David McCarley
2205 SE Ross
Amarillo, TX 79104
(806) 373-1452
www.walgreens.com

Walgreens

David McCarley
4504 S Western
Amarillo, TX 79109
(806) 353-1371
www.walgreens.com

. tions available advertising positions

Interested in advertising in this electronic publication? Geta : are sold on a first-come first-served
: 1/4 page ad for $50 or a 1/2 page ad for $100. For more in-  :
: formation, contact Penni Bentley at 342-2005 or email

+ penni@amarillo-chamber.org.

Ads are hyperlinked to your website or email. Click an ad
: and try it out. Thanks to all of our advertisers in this issue.

Member
Advertising
Opportunity

Did you know the Amarillo Chamber
of Commerce has launched a Cham-
ber Member advertising opportunity?

This opportunity is creating ex-
tremely high levels of exposure and
return for participating members. In
this economy, The Chamber has
made a commitment to our Member-
ship to provide cost-effective, afford-
able and on-target advertising ven-
ues. This advertising program is an-
other way in which we are fulfilling
that promise.

Visit www.amarillo-chamber.org
and notice the large marketing mes-
sages at the top of our page. The
rotating advertisements are only a
portion of a larger package of brand-
ing messages that appear through-
out the website. All major industry
pages and category pages offer a
multitude of advertising packages
which are tracked with detailed sta-
tistics. The advertisements provide
targeted opportunities for you to not
only get your name and message to
customers, but take them from our
website to yours.

Due to the limited number of posi-

basis. Call Penni Bentley at 342-

: 2005 to schedule a guided tour of the
: Chamber's Website marketing pro-

. gram or email penni@amarillo-

¢ chamber.org for more information.

iy |

EnA AMARILLO'S COUNTRY 9%9

EDfRLE

You Pick It,
We Cover It!

Ag, News & Sports Coverage KGNEAME Y

Great Country Music

The Best Classic Hits

HENTA .com '/r




TF YOl HAVE
SOMETHING WE NEED,
THEN WE SHoll
GET TOGETHER AND TALK

A LTITLE BUSINESS.

Xcel Energy is always looking for diverse, energetic husiness
partners—including minority, women, veteran and small husiness
enterprises—to work with us. Dur Supplier Diversity program
enhances the success of our partners and the growth of our
communities. If your business has a product or service thatyou
believe would he of value to us, we encourage you to email us at
supplierdiversity@xcelenergy.com or visit xcelenergy.com.

€2 XcelEnergy

RESPONEIBLE HY MATURE™

@ 1010 RCEL ENERGY INC

nsurance

s all abont ot

VOICE OF AMARILLO

By: Jason Harrison, Director of Business
Development and Governmental Affairs

The Amarillo Chamber of Commerce will be the “Voice of Ama-
rillo” to government officials in Washington, D.C. on February 25-
26, 2010. The Chamber is partnering with local business leaders to
secure a more productive business environment for the City of
Amarillo.

Government officials’ action or inaction on key issues can affect the
economic strength in our business community. Therefore, the
Chamber and local business leaders will be the voice of Amarillo

on issues such as agriculture, defense, energy, and healthcare to
government officials in Washington, D.C., so they may make in-
formed decisions that could ultimately have a positive impact on
Amarillo.

The Chamber represents the interest of
local businesses to government officials
on the local, state and federal levels. If
you have any questions about the
Chamber's legislative agenda, contact
Jason Harrison, Director of Business
Development and Governmental Af-
fairs, at 373-7800 or

Jason@amarillo-chamber.org

s IAME‘S‘BR%N |

e« NELDA MILEY

e PHYLLIS WOODS
e VICKI CHANEY

e DIANE MORAN




Riblon Qutting & Ground Breaking
Coremonies in fanuary

Click on a photo o the Flickr link below to view and download photos.

\

Aardvark Services Amarillo National Bank - Southeast Branch Census 2010
5825 Canyon Drive 2401 S Grand Helm Plaza Il - 11th & Fillmore

igh Plains Clinic at Park Central Liberty Tax Servi
1400 S Van Buren 3101 S Western, Suite 12

Plains Dairy - Anniversary Celebration Texas Panhandle Builders Association Zen 721
300 N Taylor 7414 Cobblestone 614 S. Polk

Celebrating an anniversary Opening a new location?
year in your business?

Are you a new

Chamber Member? Remodeling or expanding?

Contact Linda to schedule your
Ribbon Cutting or Ground Breaking event! 342-2006

http://www.flickr.com/photos/amarillochamber/sets/72157623268768639/




RENEWING MEMBERS

Accent West-The Amarillo Magazine

Affiliated Foods

Allergy A.R.T.S.

Alltech

Alternatives for Healthy Living

Amarillo Auto Supply & Off Road Inc

Amarillo Dillas Baseball Club, LLC

Amarillo Globe News

Amarillo Laser & Vein Clinic

Amarillo Media Systems

Amarillo National Bank

Amarillo On-Site Massage

Amarillo Speech & Hearing Center

Amarillo Travel Network

America Supports You - Texas

American Laser Centers

American Quarter Horse Association

Ameripride Linen and Apparel Services

Anderson Merchandisers

Asarco LLC Amarillo Copper Refinery

Ashley Furniture Home Store

Atmos Energy

Attebury Grain, Inc.

Belmar Bakery & Cafe

Bennett Sample Pumps

BL Bistro

Boxwell Brothers Funeral Directors

Canyon News

Canyonview Estates Retirement
/Assisted Living

CAP Commercial Realty, LLC

Caring Senior Service

CCS Systems

Cenveo Trafton Printing

Chicago Title Insurance Company

Choice Media

Comac Fixtures Inc

ComPassion Home Care

Country Inn & Suites by Carlson

Cross Automotive, Inc./Meineke Car Care

Crown of Texas Hospice Foundation
Culligan of Amarillo
Denman Building Products, LTD.

Diamond Business Services
Downtown Women's Center
Dyer's Bar-B-Que
Edward Jones Investments/Bill
Schwartz AAMS
Endurance Auto Parts
First American Title Company
Firstbank Southwest
Freeman's Flowers Inc
Gary's Heating & Air Conditioning
Gasket & Packings, Inc.
Golden Spread Redi-Mix, Inc
Goodcare Health Services
Gore Creek Capital
Graybar Electric Company, Inc.
Great Harvest Bread Company
Griggs Schooler-Gordon
Funeral Directors
H. J. Dana Enterprises dba McDonald's
Highland Park Village
Hoffbrau Steaks
Holiday Inn Express-Airport
Holiday Inn Express South
Hummer's Sports Cafe
J C Penney Inc
Jack Fuqua & Associates, Inc
Jorge's Tacos Garcia
Kelly Moore Paint Co.
KVII-TV
LDF Food Group Inc. D/B/A Wendy's
Lone Star Ballet Inc
Lubbock Christian University
M & L Transfer & Storage
Mary Kay Cosmetics/Cathy Welch
Mayfield, Crutcher & Sharpee, L.L.P.
Memorial Park Funeral Home
& Cemetery
National Weather Service
Panhandle Ear, Nose & Throat
Associates, LLP
Perkins Family Chiropractic
Photos by Carol McKinney
Physicians Surgical Hospitals, LLC

Prudential Ada Realtors/Virginia Barbee

Public Steel Inc

Regence Health Network

Royal Limousine Service

Scarborough Specialties, Inc.

Schakolad Chocolate Factory

Scottco Service Company

Sitel U S A

Sleep Inn Airport

Socks for Soldiers-Bursey Sisters, Inc.

State Farm/Bill McDonald

State Farm/Roy Hunter

Style Wise Image Consultants, LLC

Susan G. Komen for the Cure Greater

Amarillo Affiliate

Sutherlands

Tascosa Brick and Fireplace

Texas Bearing Company

Texas Blue Lake Pools Inc

Texas Panhandle M H M R

The Canyon Lands, LTD.

The Cottages at Quail Creek

Top of Texas Square & Round
Dance Assoc.

Tri State Baking

U S Postal Service

United Supermarkets

Upshaw Insurance Agency

Value Place

Verizon

Warren Cat

Weaver Insurance Agency

Werner Law Offices

Western Builders

Wiley Hicks Jr. Inc

William J. Kemp, Jr. DDS Inc.

Williams-Boyce Agency, LLP

Willis

Wilson Haag & Company P C

Wolfe Office Equipment

Zips Carwash

Thanks for renewing your membership in January
and for your continued support of the Chamber.



Editor’'s Corner

By: Penni Bentley, Chamber Director of Communications
penni@amarillo-chamber.org

Amarillo has been blessed in recent years to not have really harsh win-
ters or boatloads of snow. | think the general consensus is that we're
getting our fair share this year. The comments around the water
cooler or the facebook and twitter feeds of friends seem to all be
screaming, “Enough is enough!” | agree, the cold weather tends to
make me a little more cranky. The piles of dirty snow look awful, and
getting stuck in my driveway is really frustrating. And about the time it
starts to melt a little giving you a false sense of security that spring is
coming...here comes another wave of the cold wet stuff. So how do
you stay cheery when outside is gray and glum?

There are a few things | like to remind myself of when I'm wanting to
gripe about the cold. | have a warm coat and gloves and home and
transportation, and so many in the world do not.

Snow is good for the farmers. It soaks into the ground better, and has
some extra nutrients for the soil that regular rainwater does not. (I
learned that from a farmer this past weekend.)

A lot of snow for us (8 inches or more) is still nothing compared to the
people in the northeast getting hammered with 20-40 inches.

The old saying of /f you don'’t like the weather in the panhandle, stick
around ‘cause it will change is still true. Traffic and schools and work
may be halted for a day or two in this weather, but for the most part,
the sun will come out tomorrow.

As adults, we tend to not like the snow for a variety of reasons. But
remember how you were as a kid. You woke up early to see how
much snow there was, and checked the news ticker praying you didn't
have to go to school that day. Frozen noses and wet clothes were just
a right of passage. Snow angles and lopsided snowmen are what great
childhood memories are made of.

If all else fails, cold gray days are good for curling up in front of the fire
with a good book and cup of hot chocolate.

I guess my point is...look for the positive in things. Before you know it,
spring and summer will have come and gone and we’'ll be wondering
where the year went. So take time and enjoy today.

So as always, tell us how we are doing. Give us your suggestions,
feedback, and input. Get involved. We are YOUR Chamber.

Sunday, Feb. 14, 2010
2 pm
Ordway Auditorium
Amarillo College

Co-Sponsored by:
YMCA
Amarillo Chamber of Commerce Sports Committee

More Information: Becky Zenor, 342-2010
becky@amarillo-chamber.org

Connor McMillon Mitchell & Shennum, PLLC
“Where more than numbers count

Fall ~Football~1axes
Are all fast a pplf)a ching!

CMM S

e Tax Consulting & Planning
Tax Preparation
Business Valuations

Business Succession
Estate & Retirement Planning
e Cost Segregation

Don’ get penalized!
Huddle up with us and we’ll

your taxes!

draft a game plan to minimize

801 South Fillmore, Suite 600, Amarillo, Texas 79101 ¢ PO Box 15650, Amarillo, Texas 79105 ¢ (806) 373.6661 ¢ FAX (806) 372.1237 ¢ www.cmmscpa.com



